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           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) said today           that the new Facial Recognition and Data Capture Demonstration project           underway at the Fitchburg Police Department is an effective and innovative           tool for law enforcement. The project uses digital imaging and facial           recognition technology, and the information is shared in real time           through network image databases in five cities. 

           "This sophisticated technology helps to better protect           the public and improve the safety of police officers," Olver           said. "It uses a powerful method of tracking and arresting career           criminals and removes the criminal's anonymity and ability to           hide under aliases. Our local police forces form the front line of           our homeland defense. It is essential that we provide police officers           with the necessary tools to effectively perform their jobs."

           Olver was instrumental in securing an earmark in           the fiscal year 2002 Commerce, Justice and State appropriations bill           for a $1 million COPS in Technology grant through the U.S. Department           of Justice. The grant allowed Fitchburg and four other Massachusetts           communities to participate in the project. Fitchburg is participating           in the program with Worcester, New Bedford, Brockton and Fall River.           This multi-city networked project is the first of its kind in the nation.           Viisage Technology, Inc. of Littleton is the contractor.

           The technology was demonstrated today at the Fitchburg           Police Department. Fitchburg Mayor Dan Mylott and Chief Ed Cronin were           also on hand for the demonstration.

           The system is designed to help law enforcement officials           track and identify drug dealers, repeat offenders, and monitor gang           activity. Specifically, the facial recognition equipment will assist           police departments during investigative and booking processes. Viisage           envisions this technology as a key component of a homeland security           information-sharing network.
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